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Getting Your Car Ready To Sell
It’s spring and you’ve decided to sell your classic or muscle 

car.  You’ve determined your price points and decided where 
you’re going to present it for sale.  It’s now time to 
prepare the car for presentation and pictures.  Re-
member, your camera is apt to show everything and 
is an indication of how well you cared for your car.

For most people, that preparation just includes 
washing, some vacuuming, and maybe waxing the 
car.  Another option is to have the car detailed by a 
professional.  Either approach can be acceptable, but 
ensure you’ve addressed the entire car, making it so 
appealing that if you were in the market, you would 
want to buy it.

From the bottom up:   The undercarriage is one of 
the most neglected and maintained or detailed areas.  
It’s one that should be included in your sales pres-
entation photos.  So, at least wipe off the cobwebs, 
exposed tar, grease, mud and dirt on all suspension 
parts, floorboards, and wheel wells.  You should also sand off 
any surface scale and rust on the chassis and exhaust system 
and consider painting some unsightly areas with a mat black 
spray.

Next, the 
engine compart-
ment should be 
treated to the 
same type of 
preparation as 
the undercar-
riage.  Clean the 
engine, inner 
fender panels, 
and at least wipe 
down the rest 
of the engine 
compartment.  
Ensure any 
insulation on the 
hood is trimmed 
and held firmly in 

place.  Preferably, straighten all wiring; polish any chrome or 
other brightwork.

In the trunk area, the mat and spare tire should be removed 
and thoroughly cleaned at the same time you clean the under-
side of the trunk lid and vacuum any loose dirt and scale from 

the trunk floor and inner fender wells. Ensure 
the trunk light works and all weather stripping is 
in place.  If needed sand any surface scale and 
paint.

When doing the interior, floor mats should 
be removed and cleaned and all the carpet-
ing and upholstery should be vacuumed and 
spot-cleaned.  Remove all “hanging or personal 
items” such as dice, air freshener’s or “Tchotch-
kes” (like ducks or dancing girls) from the dash. 
Clean and polish the dashboard; tighten any 
loose handles and cranks; and polish all chrome/
stainless accents.  Clean and ensure all gauges 

are working.  If you’re anal, crawl under the dash and ensure 
that the wiring is neat, using wire ties if necessary.  You should 
take a couple of pictures of this area for your presentation.  
Clean both sides of all windows.

Finally, the exterior should be washed and dried. En-
sure that bugs and tar on the paint and chrome have been 
removed, even from those hard-to-reach places.  Polish all 
chrome and other trim and ensure the windows are still clean 
and streak-free. If there are paint chips or loose trim pieces 
that need to be addressed, this is the time to do it. If neces-
sary, use a cleaner wax on problem areas and wax the car.  
Finally, ensure that the wipers, headlights, turn signals, and 
taillights work as they should.

Going back to the bottom, wash and clean the tires, 
wheels, and hubcaps.  For chrome or aluminum wheels, use 
the appropriate cleaning and polishing products.  While you’re 
at each wheel, ensure each tire has the proper tire pressure, 
both for safety and for the proper look in your pictures.

Look the entire car over to ensure it’s ready for pictures.  
If you’re satisfied – CONGRATULATIONS.  Consider taking 
pictures in both good sunlight and in the dawn or dusk of a 
well-lit time to allow you to choose the best pictures for your 
presentation.   

Present the best combination of pictures to impress and 
interest potential buyers.  More isn’t necessarily better.  Pick 
your pictures according to the way they present the car in its 
entirety.

  Happy motoring and wishing you 
  a successful sale -  J.D.
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This is a big year for us here at the Custom and 
Classic Car Educational Foundation. On October 8 
of 2014, we were officially incorporated by the State 
of Maryland and on April 7 of 2015 we were granted 
501(c)(3) status by the federal government. Had you 
asked Dave and I back at the beginning, “would we 
still be here in 10 years”?…we may have shrugged 
our shoulders. But here we are 10 years later, and 
with the help of a wonderful and changing group of 
people we have collected over $55,000 in donations 
of which over $30,000 has been distributed to worth-
while individuals or groups. To date, we have sent six 
young people to McPherson College out in Kansas, 
one young person elected to go to Earlbeck Welding 
Technologies, and another chose to go to a Gene 
Winfield metal shaping workshop. 

  In addition to those deserving young folks, we have 
sponsored educational endeavors at Ron’s Rod‘s in 
Kingsville, helped the Classic Motor Museum down 
in Saint Michaels Maryland to purchase a property 
which will be dedicated for the education of young 
folks and partnered with Motorama Productions to 
purchase a trailer for York Tech.

It has been our greatest pleasure to help make a 
difference in young folks lives when it comes to their 
desire to participate in our hobby, whether it’s pro-
fessionally or as a hobbyist. It is not lost on any of us 
here that these things could not have happened with-
out generous donations from hot rodders and clubs 
in our area. We work very hard to be good stewards 
of your donations and it is our greatest hope that the 
CCCEF continues to grow and can make an impact 

on even more young folks careers and lives.
Please remember that we are an Mid-Atlantic 

based organization, and that any young person in 
our area may apply for our educational assistance 
fund. If you know anyone that fits that bill, please 
make sure you steer them to our website save 
the hobby.org in order that they can complete the 
application process and be considered for one of 
our awards. 

We welcome any like-minded car enthusiasts to 
join us as a member. Help is always needed at one 
of our fundraisers. It is very rewarding to be able to 
say you did your part in finding younger people to 
ensure there is a future for this hobby. Just reach 
out to one of our members to join.

Here’s to a bright future for the CCCEF and a 
wonderful working relationship with area clubs and 
hot rodders going forward!

See you on the return road… Doug. 

Foundation   
Update

    by Doug Wood

The Cruise Guide is a Sponsor of the Foundation

See our Events Schedule for the 2025  
Foundation sponsored shows and our 

Cruises at the Harford Winery on page 36.







St. Michael’s 
Motor Museum

The Custom & Classic Car Educa-
tional Foundation along with the Car 
Show & Cruise Guide magazine donated 
funds in 2024 to help meet the goals of 
the St. Michaels Motor Museum’s new 
Educational Building a reality. Here were 
the goals:

1.  Restore the entire property to a 
1950’s style service station including an-
tique-style pumps, signage and lighting. 
This will be a welcoming gateway to the 
town of St. Michaels 

2.  Create a hands-on classroom for our 
Automotive Technician Apprenticeship Pro-
gram (ATAP) to further their education and 
encourage others to pursue this vocation. 
 

3.  Create a space to store additional 
classic cars and other automotive related 
artifacts that will enrich the visitor experi-
ence and preserve automotive history for 
future generations.

These goals were met, and the Museum will now be able to 
move ahead with rebuilding the facility into a place where the next 

generation of car enthusiasts can learn 
some restoration skills. We are happy we 
could help make this a reality.

Our next project will be to bring 
Wrenching for the Future to our area for 
a weeklong build so young guys and girls 
can get their hands a little dirty while 
pitching in to rebuild an entire car from 
top to bottom in a week. The Foundation 
also donated money for this worthwhile 
project, and we will pitch in to help find 
a location for the build. Why not join our 
members in helping to keep our favorite 
hobby viable for the future generations?

savethehobby.org      
call Dave 
410-937-6866 
or 
Doug 410-456-2227 
if you would like to 
join us!

Foundation News
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2025 Car Cruises at Harford Vineyard 
Come meet up at Harford Vineyard and relax with fellow car lovers! 

Enjoy great local wines, amazing cars, and beautiful scenery. 

Food by Fire on-site 
No outside food | No outside alcohol by law! 

 

Upcoming Car Cruise Dates: 

April 26, 2025 | 4:00 PM - 8:00 PM 
Hosted by Harford County Mopars 
Rain Date: April 27th, 12:00 PM - 4:00 PM 

May 24, 2025 | 4:00 PM - 8:00 PM 
Hosted by Save the Hobby 
Rain Date: May 25th, 12:00 PM - 4:00 PM 

June 28, 2025 | 4:00 PM - 8:00 PM 
Hosted by Passion 4 Pavement 
Rain Date: June 29th, 12:00 PM - 4:00 PM 

July 26, 2025 | 4:00 PM - 8:00 PM 
Hosted by Harford Mustangs & Our Friends 
Rain Date: July 27th, 12:00 PM - 4:00 PM 

August 23, 2025 | 4:00 PM - 8:00 PM 
Hosted by AACA 
Rain Date: August 24th, 12:00 PM - 4:00 PM 

September 27, 2025 | 4:00 PM - 8:00 PM 
Hosted by AACA / Save the Hobby 
Rain Date: September 28th, 12:00 PM - 4:00 PM 

October 25, 2025 | 2:00 PM - 6:00 PM 
Hosted by Corvette & Van Clubs (Trunk or Treat) 
Rain Date: October 26th, 12:00 PM - 4:00 PM 

Join us for cars, wine, and fun! 



Pet Portraits      by  Hutch    
Original, affordable, professional hand-painted mixed media artwork 
from your favorite photo,  framed (+20%)  or unframed.   Makes a great 
special gift and keepsake of your special pet.

Email me:    paulhutchinsL46@gmail.com
       Take a card and call me                 410-817-4270 
        about your special project !              

 See my gallery at:      www.paulhutchinsart.com 
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Pet Portraits by Hutch    
  phutchins01 @comcast.net  
 Glen Arm 410-817-4270

Pet Portraits by Hutch    
  phutchins01 @comcast.net  
 Glen Arm 410-817-4270
www.paulhutchinsart.com

www.paulhutchinsart.com

Original, affordable artwork of your special pet, 
from your favorite photo.   Makes a great gift 
and keepsake, framed and ready to hang.

Original, affordable artwork of your special pet, 
from your favorite photo.   Makes a great gift 
and keepsake, framed and ready to hang.

paulhutchinsL46@gmail.com
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To advertise in this new ONLINE magazine, be sure to contact Dave today. 
Special Car Club & Show Promotion Rates  Print advertisers get a 
special deal to pick  up your ad and run in this issue as well

Please Like our Facebook page, and join the Car Show & Cruise 
Guide group along with the Friends who like Car Show & Cruise 
Guide Group. 

1941 Ford Deluxe Woody Wagon Discovered on U.S.S. Yorktown 
NOAA oceanographers recently sent remotely operated submersibles down to the wreckage of 
The USS Yorktown, discovered in Hawaii back in 1998, to take a closer look and discovered something that 
no one would have expected to see.  The USS Yorktown is one of the more famous ships in U.S. naval history, 
(though there have been more than one bearing that name).  Yorktown was sunk by the Japenese during the 
Battle of Midway after crippling two Japanese fleet carriers and saving two other American ships from aerial 
counterattacks. The plates could also be viewed, and it is speculated it was the Captain’s personal ride.



Shrewsbury at the Amish Markets 
in  Shrewsbury , PA
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in  Shrewsbury , PA
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